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Dear Parents/Carers
The end of term is suddenly upon us. I would like to start by thanking families for all your support
during a period that has not been without challenges. Although the Christmas break is of course a
time to take a break, I am looking already forward to welcoming the children back in to school in
2022!
Christmas Appeals - The Peoples’ Picnic and BEFA Sugar for Shelter Appeal
We have had an excellent response for the two Christmas appeals that have
taken place. Many thanks for all the support both from our students and from
home - it is greatly appreciated. The pictures below show some of the
generous contributions we have received.

The following Year 10 students were instrumental in organising and publicising the appeals: Evie
McLoughlin, Megan Forder, Phoebe Edwards, Emily D'Arcy, Annabel Outlaw, Niamh Walker, Callum
Dimmock, Jake Bailey, Ruby Bolam, Grace Greenhalf, Emily Wilkinson and Phoebe Wakefield. A
special mention for Bradley Rope and Meryn Gowers (both Year 8) who very kindly donated a
significant number of items for both charities.
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Latest from the Library
Greetings from the library! I am Mrs Briggs-Mee, the temporary librarian until Mrs Goodison-Gates
returns after Easter. The library will be open again from 5 January, from 9.30am to 1.15pm and
1.45pm to 2.30pm. There is a small computer suite; monthly book displays; a DICE section; a
seated section with magazines, games and a small careers section, as well as a fantastic amount of
fiction and non-fiction books for students to borrow.
The library will be available for activities every lunchtime, as well as several days after school.
Most importantly, if you need any help with your subjects, please seek me out and I will find texts, or
online sites, to help you continue your studies. Of course, I can also find you a good book, e-book,
or graphic novel to 'chill out' with and enjoy! Come up and visit me from 5 January onwards.
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Christmas Cake Competition Winners 2022
A well-established tradition at Hobart is our Christmas cake competition entered by Year 10 Food &
Nutrition students. This year I had assistance from Miss Barker in judging the winners, which as
always was extremely difficult due to the high standard of entry. This year’s winners are:
1st Place – Michaela Goff
2nd Place – Pippa Yallop
3rd Place – Emily Barber
Well done to all the participating students. I hope the cakes are thoroughly enjoyed by families over
the festive period!

Michaela Goff

Emily Barber

Pippa Yallop
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Christmas Jumper Day Update
I am delighted to share the news that the collection of voluntary
contributions for Christmas Jumper Day to raised £459.90 for Save the
Children. A big thank you to all those who donated and for the support from
home.

MFL Stars of the Week
This week's stars are:
Dylan Doyle (Year 7)
Jemima Wilson (Year 9)
Well done for your excellent effort!

Active Science Presentations for Students
On Thursday 16 December we held two sessions of Christmas
Science lectures. Year 10 and then later in the day, Year 9 were
treated to “The Science of Circus Performance” by Dr Ken
Farquhar. Dr Ken Farquhar has 20 years’ experience lecturing to
schools and is also a world juggling champion.
The students were enthralled by the show which included whip
cracking, unicycle riding and fire eating. There was a real buzz
within both year groups. The students were keen to volunteer for
demos within the show which used skate boards, drills and
peacock feathers!
The science lectures have been running for over 10 years and are a great opportunity for students to
see inspirational scientists outside the classroom environment.
Sporting Success – Running!
William Browne (Year 11) recently ran a 5km race in a time of 18.50 despite the very challenging
cross-country course used for the event. William was competing in Croydon whilst representing
Suffolk on. He then took part in a 5-mile race in Lowestoft the following day, and despite his very
tired legs, led the race until the final few hundred metres. He came in a very close second finishing in
29.15. Fantastic efforts and achievement – well done William!
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C19 Testing & January Staggered Start- Reminder
A reminder that there is a staggered return in January. This is being used to support on site Covid-19
testing, and will allow us to lower the risk of transmission between students. The staggered start is
as follows:




Years 11 and 10 – Wednesday 5 January
Years 9 and 8 – Thursday 6 January
Year 7 – Friday 7 January

Students not attending from Wednesday 5 January will have work set on MS Teams. Reminder
sessions have taken place on the use of Teams. If any students or families need a reminder of the
way MS Teams functions, a guide is available here.
We have issued C19 test kits again today for use at home. I would greatly appreciate your support in
reminding your child to take a lateral flow test at home prior to returning in January.
I hope that you all have a safe and fantastic Christmas break with your families, and wish you all a
happy new year.
Ross Li-Rocchi
Head of School

